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A bout the A rtist
C olin  M c C a h o n  w a s  bo r n  in T im a r u , N ew  Ze a l a n d  in 1919.
He was educated in Dunedin and enrolled as a part'tim e student in the 
King Edward Technical College Art School in 1937. He began exhibit- 
ing paintings in 1939. In 1942 he married fellow painter Anne 
Hamblett. From 1944-1948, they lived in Mapua, Tahunanui, and 
Nelson, and moved to Christchurch in 1948, by which time McCahon 
was exhibiting regularly.
Later, McCahon traveled to Melbourne for six weeks and saw the 
collection of European paintings in the National Gallery of Victoria. 
He studied with the artist Mary Cockburn-Mercer for two weeks as a 
paying student in her Collins Street studio. After moving to Auckland 
in 1953, McCahon worked at the Auckland City Art Gallery, and by 
1956 he was Keeper of the Gallery and Deputy Director until his depar­
ture in 1964. From 1964 to 1971, McCahon lectured in painting at the 
University of Auckland School of Fine Arts, leaving to concentrate on 
painting full-time. In 1972, the Auckland City Art Gallery organized 
a survey and national tour of his work.
McCahon was invited to exhibit a selection of his works as part of the 
Fifth Biennale of Sydney in 1984. The exhibition “I will need words: 
Colin McCahon’s word and number paintings” contained twenty-two 
paintings and drawings and represented the first opportunity for an 
international audience to see a comprehensive and coherent group of 
McCahon’s works. The exhibition traveled to the 1984 Edinburgh 
Festival. Writing in Studio International on McCahon’s presence in the 
Sydney Biennale, the Australian curator Judy Annear declared that: 
“McCahon’s work placed him at last, after nearly fifty years within the 
isolation of his home country, as a major painter in a global context.” 
McCahon produced no new work after 1980 due to debilitating illness. 
He died in Auckland in 1987.
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Antipodes , the  official journal of th e  A m erican  
A ssociation of A ustralian  Literary Studies, is pub­
lished by the  A ssociation twice a year, June and 
December.
■  Essays on any aspect of A ustralian  literature 
and/or culture are invited; com parative studies are 
especially encouraged. T h e  essays should n o t exceed 
5000 words and should conform  to M LA  style.
■  Submissions of short fiction, parts o f novels, 
drama and  poetry by A ustralian  writers are invited.
■  A ll U .S. submissions should be accom panied by a 
return, stam ped envelope. In ternational postage 
coupons are requested in  order to  re tu rn  overseas 
mail.
■  Antipodes publishes only fiction, poetry, articles, 
and interviews th a t have n o t appeared in  o the r pub­
lications. A ll m aterial is subject to  editing  to  co n ­
form w ith  Antipodes’ style. Antipodes does n o t accept 
submissions by fax or em ail.
■  T h e  editors and publishers of Antipodes assume 
no responsibility for con tribu to r’s opinions.
■  Antipodes is indexed in  the  annual M LA  
International Bibliography and  A ustL it G atew ay 
(www.austlit.edu.au).
■  C opyright of fiction  and  poetry lies w ith  th e  
authors. Permission to  rep rin t critical m aterial m ust 
be obtained from A ntipodes, and full cred it given.
ISSN 0893-5580 © 2006 Antipodes
T h e  A m erican  A ssociation  of A ustra lian  L iterary  
S tudies is a professional organization whose members 
are draw n from  N o rth  A m erica, A ustralia, Europe, 
and  Asia. T h e  A A A L S was organized in  1986. A n  
inv ita tion  to  m em bership is extended to all those 
interested in  A ustralian  literature. Dues for one year 
include subscriptions to  Antipodes and  the  A A A L S  
Newsletter.
M em bersh ip  Fees Single -  $40; Joint -  $50 
Grad. Student/Retired -  $30; Group/Organization -  $60. 
Overseas: Please add $12.00 for shipping.
Canada: Please add $6.00 for shipping.
AAALS accepts MasterCard and Visa.
All payments in US dollars.
A ddress —  N ath an ie l O ’Reilly, 514 W est G reen  St., 
M arshall, M I 49068 <nathanael_o@ earth link .net>
A A A L S  O fficers — Jim  Hoy, President; Theodore 
Scheckels, Vice-President; R obert Zeller, Treasurer; 
N ath an ae l O ’Reilly: Secretary. Board Members: 
N icholas Birn s, C arolyn Bliss, R ichard Carr, Andreas 
G aile, Paul Kane, Paul Plisiewicz, H orst Priessnitz. 
Newsletter Editor: Rebecca M cNeer.
Webmaster: A ndreas G aile
T h e  A A A L S  is an  A llied O rganization of the 
M odem  Language A ssociation.
Be sure to visit the A AALS ’s &  A ntipodes’ website 
< w w w .austra lian lite ra tu re .o rg>
Antipodes acknowledges financial assistance from  the 
following agencies and  institutions:
■ C ultural R elations Branch of the
A ustralian  D epartm en t of Foreign 
Affairs &  Trade 
■  Vassar College 
■  T his pro ject has been  assist­
ed by the  C om m onw ealth  
G overnm en t of A ustralia 
th rough  the  A ustralia 
C ouncil, its arts funding and 
advisory body.
S ubscrip tions to  A ntipodes
O n e Year Individual $35 Institu tion  $45
A dditiona l postage C anada $6 Overseas $12
Single C opies Individual $18 Institu tion  $25
A dd itiona l Postage C anada $6 Overseas $12
A ddress: Paul Plisiewicz
211 M ain St., #205 
Colum bia, SC  29201 
email: pplisiewicz@yahoo.com
All payments in US dollars.
Antipodes accepts MasterCard and Visa.
■  I m p o r t a n t  N o t i c e  ■
Australian Subscribers 
and Australian AAALS Members
Please note that with the introduction of the GST, it is no longer practical to process subscriptions or membership fees in 
Australian dollars. Please send membership renewals and new or renewed subscriptions to the appropriate US addresses. 
(Payment by credit card will minimize conversion costs.)
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